
Revisions to VT AST Rules

Anna Bourakovsky 
Hazardous Materials Program Manager 

Waste Management & Prevention Division 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources



Key Revisions
• New Definitions 
• New requirements for NEW systems 
• Phased-in requirements for EXISTING systems 
• Technical corrections, clarifications of requirements, 

reorganization of installation/inspection standards 
• Upgrades to Inspection Checklists 
• New checklist for “New Systems” (installed after Rules 

go into effect) 
• New “Yellow Tag” Provision - Major Revision



New Definitions
• AST is now Aboveground Storage Tank System 
• “SKID TANK” - what does and does not qualify as AST 
• “EXISTING TANK” means tank installed before revisions 
• “NEW TANK” means tank installed after revisions 
• “RED TAG”- added formal definition 
• “YELLLOW TAG” - added formal definition 
• “RESIDENTIAL” definition 
• Bulk Storage Facility and Bulk Storage Tank - revised 



Changes to Installation Standards 
• Differentiate between standards applicable to ALL TANKS 

and those applicable to NEW INSTALLATIONS 

• ALL TANKS: Fill and Vent Pipes must be made of metallic 
materials 

• NEW INSTALLATIONS: Piping and Fuel Lines: any piping 
in contact with earthen material or concrete must be 
coated or sleeved to prevent crushing and corrosion



Phased-in Standards for Existing 
Tanks

By July 1, 2030: 
• Tank Foundations must be concrete, 4 inches deep, with 

a footprint that exceeds by 10% (2017 Rules) 
• Fill and Vent Pipes must be constructed in compliance 

with NFPA Part 31, Sec 8.2.1.1 (Sched 40 steel or brass) 
• Piping in contact with earthen materials and/or concrete 

must be coated and sleeved to prevent corrosion and 
crushing 

• Tank Legs must be 14 inches or less in length (unless 
written exemption given by Agency)



Changes to Inspection Standards
• New Red Tag requirement for ALL TANKS: all unused 

ports must be closed/plugged 
• Inspection checklist must be provided to tank owner and 

state database within 5 business days (changed from 2) 
• Routine inspections for NEW INSTALLATIONS are more 

stringent than for existing tanks 
• New Yellow Tag Provision (more on topic later) 
• Considering changing the inspection frequency from 3 to 

5 years (more on topic later)



Existing vs. New Install Red Tag List
Requirement EXISITING NEW

Stable Foundation x x

Concrete Foundation x

Fill and Vent Lines Requirements x x

Piping and Fuel Lines - Corrosion Protection x x

Piping and Ful Lines - Crushing Protection x

Overfill Vent Alarm x x

Shut-off Valve x

Tank Legs x

Rust on Tank and Legs, Pitting, Bulging, etc. x x

Unused Openings Closed/Plugged x x

Fuel Gauge Device x

Outdoor ASTs- protection from ice/snow damage x

For Manifolded Tanks - each tank is compliant x x



For all New Installations
• NEW INSTALLATIONS must be installed in compliance 

with all installation standards 

• If a tank is not installed in compliance with all standards  
= RED TAG  

• Inspection checklist modified to reflect this (example to 
follow)



Yellow Tags for Non-Compliance
• Applicable to EXISTING SYSTEMS for the following: 

– Lack of overfill alarm (outdoor tanks) 
– Buried fuel lines not coated/sleeved to prevent 

corrosion 
– Fill and vent line diameter and material 
– Moderate rust on tank or tank legs (NO active leaking 

observed) 
• NOT applicable to noncompliant foundation, lack of overfill 

alarm (indoor tanks), presence of unused ports that are not 
plugged, and excessive rust/pitting, cracks in legs, and 
observed leaking/dripping.



More on Yellow Tags
• Only Applicable to RESIDENTIAL ASTs 
• Must be documented and reported just like a RED TAG; also 

requires photo documentation of non-compliance that results in 
yellow-tag (retain but do not submit photos to ANR) 

• Physical YELLOW (“CONDITIONAL FILL”) tag must be attached 
to tank and fill port (just like a red tag) 

• CONDITIONAL FILL - limited to 100 gallons per delivery at 
reduced fill rate 

• ALL Yellow Tags issued during the heating season expire on May 
1. Expired Yellow Tag= RED TAG! Cannot be renewed 

• Yellow Tags not required - MAY be used in lieu of RED TAGS.  
You can always be more conservative and red tag for all non-
compliance.



Routine/New Customer – Existing Tanks



Routine/New Customer – New Tanks (Post 2024)



NEW INSTALL and FIRST FILL



Clarifications
• AST design standards DO NOT apply to Bulk Storage 

Tanks/Facilities 

• AST inspection standards DO NOT apply to ASTs storing 
used oil 

• Skid Tanks that are mobile or semi-mobile ARE NOT 
ASTs and not subject to Rules



Still Under Consideration
• Frequency of inspections - currently every 3 years but 

considering 5-year intervals (based on age of tank, 
location). 

• Filling a Yellow-Tagged Tank - must be done at reduced 
fuel delivery rate to reduce risk of tank failure/spill - what 
rate is reasonable?
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